








Brighton Youth Commission 2007-2008

Parks & Rec. M. Plan Recommendations

The Brighton Youth Commission would like to make the following recommendations for the Parks and Rec. Board
on behalf of youth in Brighton. We appreciate the opportunity to voice our opinions and youth perspective for
your consideration and look forward to helping you in the Master Planning Process in the future.

Action Theme #1: Ensure Consistent Level of Service for Parks

Strategy 1.1.1.
1. Continue to develop joint city and school district Partnerships in building parks together.

- Keep schools safe by making a clear distinction between school grounds and public park grounds
during school hours. L.E. a chain link fence around school grounds, signage to keep public off school
property during school hours.

2. Encourage more youth participation in the Master Planning Process.

- Pass out invitations to schools for youth participation, have park design contests for youth, specify
when youth help is wanted, bring proposal to BYC and they can start spreading the word, word of
mouth from youth to youth is key, posters announcing youth participation opportunities.

Strategy 1.3.2
1. Perform a yearly scorecard on parks maintained by city

- Develop a yearly scorecard for youth and adults to evaluate the conditions and features of the
community parks.

2. Look for funding to Upgrade rest rooms at youth complex
Goal 1.5

3. Add more youth friendly, none sporting parks (mini golf, go-carts, batting cages, climbing wall,
trampoline) Ask youth to participate in design or ideas.

Action Theme #2: Preserve Open Space and Natural Resources

Strategy 2.3.2
1. When updating and developing educational signs, add Braille.
Strategy 2.4.1

1. Besides just adding access to the river via canoe launches, consider adding fishing docks, separate
rafting courses, a swimming beach if water is safe, and a “lazy river” tubing for little kids.

Action Theme #3: Improve Trail Connectivity and Walkability

Strategy 3.2.1

1. Have graveled or paved access to all parks (f-ball fields @ water tower).
Strategy 3.2.5

1. Add some overpasses to avoid major roads to, around or near parks.

Strategy 3.3.2

1. Add bike lanes in downtown Brighton or other areas near walking paths/trails.
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Action Theme #4: Ensure Strong Standards and Policies

- No recommendations, agree with actions.

Action Theme #5: Meet Program Needs

Strategy 5.1
1. Have youth participate in surveys to gain their input and feedback.
2. Specify ages or age appropriate groups (ex: skate park — appropriate for all ages).

Keep in mind that youth ages vary and some younger youth will want to participate in older activities, skating for
instance so adapting parks for age groups and abilities would be nice. There also needs to be rules to keep fowl
language and actions (such as smoking or drug use by youth) out of parks. Some youth stated that the younger
kids shouldn’t be exposed to that in a community park and that they might feel threatened if the older teens take
over a park or area.

Strategy 5.3

1. Offer more family events at parks/schools. ( fairs, movie nights, block parties, sledding) to encourage
more usage of the parks and family friendly events.

Strategy 5.5
1. Schools should look into adopting parks with youth volunteers to take care and improve the park.

Action Theme #6: Ensure Quality Park and Facility Maintenance

Strategy 6.3
1. Give priority of funds to needs found on scorecard.

Strategy 6.4
1. Develop a way to communicate field closures. (colored flag on pole)

Action Theme #7: Sustainable Funding and Pro-Active Planning

Strategy 7.0
1. Include Youth in Master Planning process, park design, and facility ideas, when possible.









